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Great Dane Introduces Stronger Rear Impact Guard 

Receives TOUGHGUARD award from Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 

(Savannah, Georgia – March 23, 2017) – The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) has given 

Great Dane its new TOUGHGUARD award, which recognizes rear underride guards that are designed 

to help prevent a range of deadly underride crashes. The IIHS, which is known for its stringent vehicle 

safety testing, performed three test modes: full-width, 50-percent overlap and 30-percent overlap. 

Great Dane’s guard has passed all three tests. 

Because safety is its first priority, Great Dane took a proactive approach to enhance its underride 

guard, or rear impact guard, to make it both stronger and safer during rear-impact collisions. The new 

guard is designed to help stop vehicles from sliding beneath a trailer in a rear-impact crash, and that 

can help prevent injuries. 

To ensure a higher level of safety for all Great Dane reefers, dry vans and platform trailers, Great 

Dane will include the new rear impact guard as standard equipment on all of its trailer models 

beginning later this year.  

In addition, due to the new rear impact guard’s bolt-on design, Great Dane will offer a retrofit option 

to upgraded rear impact guards on 2007 and later models. The retrofit can be installed easily at any 

authorized Great Dane service center. 

“We are very pleased that our new rear impact guard has passed the Insurance Institute for Highway 

Safety’s 30-percent overlap test and received the TOUGHGUARD award, in addition to having 

previously passed the full-width and 50-percent overlap tests,” said Chris Lee, Vice President of 

Engineering. “More importantly, however, we are confident that our trailers provide an additional 

level of safety for those on the road.”  
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Great Dane’s new rear impact guard exceeds current rules in place in the U.S. and Canada as well as 

proposed new requirements from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration that would 

essentially align U.S. underride regulations with Canadian regulations. 

“There was no requirement or incentive, other than enhancing the safety of our products, for Great 

Dane to make this update,” Lee said. “It is important for us to promote safety, and we do that by 

including this new design as a standard on all of our trailer product lines – reefers, dry vans and 

flatbeds.” 

 

About Great Dane 

Great Dane is the leading manufacturer of high-performance commercial transportation equipment, 

including dry and refrigerated trailers and truck bodies, as well as steel, aluminum and combo 

platform trailers. Great Dane has a storied history in the commercial trucking industry and is a driving 

force in trailer technology, innovation, quality and customer service. Headquartered in Chicago, 

Illinois, and with additional corporate offices in Savannah, Georgia, Great Dane has manufacturing 

plants strategically located throughout the United States. The company’s network of corporate-

owned branches, full-line independent dealers and parts-only independent dealers offers a broad 

range of distribution points for new and used trailers as well as aftermarket services across North and 

South America. Visit Great Dane online at www.greatdanetrailers.com. 

 

Visit the Great Dane newsroom, http://news.greatdanetrailers.com, for this and other news releases 

plus news about Great Dane and a multimedia section where you can download Great Dane images. 

 

### 

http://www.greatdanetrailers.com/
http://news.greatdanetrailers.com/

